

Tanfield Parish Council

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
DATE:                Wednesday 25th February, 2026		 
TIME:		18:00 hrs 
LOCATION:	West Tanfield Memorial Hall 
PRESENT:         Councillors Mark Hilton (Chairman) Peter Hull (Vice Chairman), Judi Horner, Anthony Mainprize and Simon
                             Sterne.
IN ATTENDANCE:  Alison E Carter (Clerk)
PRESENT:        Police Representative PC Jones 537 and Brenda Raw attended for item 7 only. North Yorkshire Council
                           Councillor David Webster attended for the whole meeting.

1. WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
            Councillor Hilton welcomed all to the meeting.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
           There were no declarations of interest or request for dispensation.

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS OR STATEMNTS – See below. 

4. APOLOGIES TO BE RECEIVED AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE ACCEPTED
No apologies received.

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – The minutes of the meeting held on 26 November, 2025 were approved and signing by the Chairman.

6. ITEMS CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
6.1 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) New Applications – No new applications received.
                                                                                        Update – Re Application for Parish Sports Day tent/marquee. There was a request for
                          £1999.12 from the CIL funds towards the purchase of a tent/marquee for the Parish Sports Day event. Minute item 6.1 on 
                          30 April, 2025.  No funds from the CIL funds were allocated.  The Parish Clerk has chased the application a couple of times and
                          received a reply on 16 January, 2026:  The applicants are still looking into the matter as some of the prices are extortionate for
                          marquees.
                          The Parish Clerk will report back on the matter once information is received re the application. 
6.2 Vehicle Activated Speed Camera – The Parish Clerk informed the Parish Council that FTS Digital Vision the new company 
             has been in touch with regards data down loads from the camera. This is not something the Parish Council has carried out.
                         The Company are being helpful in establishing contact with the customers of TWM to discuss the downloading of data, 
                         due to some cameras being fitted with a SIM card and or the need to log on to a portal.  The SIM cards will no longer be 
                         supported with the company going into liquidation and will expire very soon.  The camera the Parish Council owns is not 
                         fitted with a SIM card, the data can be accessed by using the Kestrel Workbench.  The new company are looking into how
                         this data can be obtained and will be in touch with the Parish Clerk in the near future.
             6.3        Parish Council mobile phone - At the Parish Council meeting held on 29 October, 2025.  The Parish Clerk stated a new 
                          handset for £20 would be purchased for the Parish Council and the handset would be topped up as requested.  The mobile phone
                          provider now state this is no longer an option.  There is the need to enter in to a contract, of £20 per month. The suggestion now
                          is to purchase a new handset and possibly try a different network provider.
3.4      Mobile Phone Signal/masts in Parish – North Yorkshire Council replied to the question from the Parish Council regarding the 
             poor mobile phone signal/masts in parts of the parish. North Yorkshire Council is not involved in the national Share Rural Network
             scheme, and do not keep any data. However, they stated new masts are coming on line all the time and that updates can be found
             on line. North Yorkshire Council have shared the details where information can be obtained re the masts and stated that Ofcom
             data appears to show that different mobile providers are offering different levels of service, in the area.
             It was agreed at the meeting that the Parish Clerk would circulate the contact details and some information in the Parish Newsletter,
             enabling residents to make the enquiries re the masts and the mobile signal strength near their property. As well as the residents 
             being able to provide personal feedback.

6      REPORTS FROM PARISH REPRESENTATIVES
7.1   Report from North Yorkshire Police – North Yorkshire Police attended the Parish Council meeting and updated the Parish 
         Council on the number of crimes reported to the Police over the last three months in the Parish.  There were three reports of 
         criminal damage/violence against the person.  The Police referred to several door sellers operating in the Bedale area and 
         reminded people to ask for identification or not to answer the door if they do not feel confident.  There has also been door
         sellers in the Nosterfield and Masham areas.
7.2  Report from Village Hall Committee – The Chair of West Tanfield Village Hall attended the meeting and gave a verbal
 Update - The Village Hall is in a healthy position financially, with several regular bookings from dry skating to fitness 
 drumming, regular bookings on most days. A new sound system has been installed in the hall. The village hall has 
 received a donation of chairs.  The old chairs are being offered for sale, however in the short time there is a lot of chairs 
 to store. Reference was made with regards to the previous discussions of fencing of the existing pétanque pitch. The 
 pitch is quite near to the swing park and there would be need for the grass cutting equipment to get through the area. No
 definite plans are being drafted for a fence at the moment. 


 8.           FINANCIALS
8.1  The Parish Council approved the bank reconciliation to 31st January, 2026.
	Bank Balances as at 31/01/2026:

	NatWest Current a/c - ****4884
	
	£4,865.90

	NatWest Business Reserve a/c - ****2668
	£6,328.40

	TOTAL
	£11,194.30

	Payments to be approved and recorded: 

	Payee
	Details
	

	HMRC
	PAYE Nov
	£63.60

	DTMS
	Caretaker Duties
	£448.80

	Stainton Construction
	Grass Cutting 
	£384.00

	AECarter
	 Clerk Expenses Nov
	£63.00

	AECarter
	Clerks Wages Nov
	£254.23

	HMRC
	PAYE Dec
	£68.60

	AECarter
	Clerks Wages Dec
	£275.00

	AECarter
	Clerks Expenses Dec
	£58.60

	West Tanfield Village Hall
	Hire of Village Hall 2026
	£96.00

	Stainton Construction 
	Grass Cutting
	£384.00

	AECarter
	Clerk Wages Jan
	£233.66

	AECarter
	Clerk Expenses Jan
	£62.80

	Stainton Construction 
	Grass Cutting 
	£384.00

	HMRC
	PAYE Jan
	£58.40

	Ryman 
	Ink Cartridges
	£134.99

	Streetscape
	Stimba Swing Frame
	£3,654.00

	TOTAL
	 
	£6,623.68

	
	
	

	Receipts to be recorded: 
	 
	 

	Received From
	Details
	

	North Yorkshire Council 
	Locality Funds
	£500.00

	HMRC
	Tax Refund
	£778.84

	HMRC
	Tax Refund
	£337.60

	TOTAL
	 
	£1,616.44



8.2  No payments made or monies received at this meeting.
8.3  The Parish Councillors agree to add Cllr Mark Hilton, Antony Mainprize and Simon Stern to be signatories on the 
         Parish Council accounts.  It was agreed at the meeting no new bank cards will be ordered, only the Parish Clerk would 
         hold bank cards for the accounts.

9      NEW ASSERTION 10 - In the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) there is a new question re the
             compliance to Assertion 10. Under this requirement there is a need for a council owned email account and for documents/papers 
             to be sent securely to Councillors, this needs to be a .gov.uk email. There is a need for Councillors to have a secure email address,
             dedicated to parish council work only. There is also a requirement for a Parish Council IT Policy and for the Parish Council 
             website to be meet the correct standards.
             The Parish Clerk has approached the Parish Council website host and requested details on the cost of carrying out the email 
             changes for Tanfield Parish Council. The cost is £228 for this to be set up and there will also be a regular annual cost that will 
             be built into the budget. The Parish Council website is already meeting the required standard.  There is also a need for 
             the Parish Council to have an IT Policy, which will be drafted, by the Parish Clerk, for the March meeting.

10.        URBAN GRASS CUTTING PAYMENTS – It was agreed Tanfield Parish Council would accept the contribution to Parish 
             Councils from North Yorkshire Council, towards the funding of urban visibility grass cutting for 2026/27.
             The existing grass cutting contractor has approached the Parish Clerk regarding the moss and ivy growing up the wall opposite
             the village post office/shop and the area near the path alongside of the tennis courts, this is hindering the grass cutting. The Parish
             Councillor to see if they can find some volunteers from the tennis club to clear the area.

11.      PUBLIC PATH OUTSIDE THE POST OFFICE/VILLAGE SHOP WEST TANFIELD – The matter of the uneven surface
           was brought to the Parish Clerks attention last year and referred to North Yorkshire Council.  Several residents were not using the 
           village shop due to the footpath presenting a trip hazard. North Yorkshire Council sent a representative to the site and emailed the 
           Parish Clerk following the visit.  A Highway Officer has inspected the footpath causing concern and whilst on site carried out repairs to
           any defects deemed to meet the intervention criteria.  Whilst the remaining footpath is showing signs of wear there are no further 

           actionable defects present.  North Yorkshire Council have put this footpath forward for consideration for funding which would 
           allow for more extensive work.  The matter will be considered for funding but the outcome will not be known until the new financial
           year but in the interim period North Yorkshire Council will continue to monitor and maintain the footpath to a safe condition 
           via regular safety inspections and localised repairs as and when needed.
 
12.       BEDALE AND VILLAGES COMMUNITY FORUM – The last meeting of the forum took place on 22 January, 2026. The
            Forum will shortly loose some of the regular funding it has received over the last few years.  There will likely be changes to the
            maximum amount awarded to an application, potentially reduced to £1000. The Forum had recently donated £1500 to Tanfield 
            Parish Council towards the new toddler swing frame, for West Tanfield Swing Park.  

13.        CORRESPONDENCE – The clerk reported on items received, in January, 2026 and early February, 2026 as detailed on list previously 
             circulated to Councillors, including the following information: North Yorkshire Council, road closure Nosterfield to Camp House
             Nosterfield on 2 to 10 March, 2026, plus the North Yorkshire Local Plan and the third public release call for sites- Information re 
             sites submitted no call for consultation as yet and North Yorkshire Council Parish Liaison Civil Service and networking event 
             22 February, 2026. Yorkshire Local Councils Associations date for the next Hambleton Branch Meeting 10 February, 2026,
             the White Rose Newsletter and training details. 

14.        PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
             14.1     To consider the following planning applications and agree responses to the consultations being carried out by the planning
             authority:  No planning applications received. 
14.2     The following updates and decisions on applications, appeals and enforcement investigations were received since the last 
             Meeting: Planning Application ZB25/01805/FUL – Creating ponds for a BNG Habitat Bank, at land to the southwest of 
             High Haw Leas Farm, West Tanfield. Granted.
             Planning Application ZB25/01537/OUT– Outline application with some matters reserved (considering access)
           for construction of up to 4no. dwellings. Land West of Ferndale, Thornborough, North Yorkshire. Withdrawn.
           Planning Application ZB25/01820/FUL – retrospective change of use of agricultural land to domestic land. Rear 
           and side single storey extensions to an existing dwelling and the construction of a detached double garage – 
           Binsoe Cottage, Binsoe, West Tanfield.

15        NEXT MEETINGS - The date of the next meetings are Wednesday 25th March,2026 Planning Meeting and Wednesday 29th April, 2026
            Ordinary Parish Meeting.

16         ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE NEXT MEETING
Litter picking in the parish.


Meeting closed at 20:12 hrs.
These minutes were recorded and prepared by Alison E Carter, Clerk to the Parish Council. 

SIGNED:			(Chairman)


DATE:		…………………………………………………………………….





